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CURRENT STATUS OF THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK IN 
UGANDA

This week from the Ministry of Health’s press release on the outbreak 
in Uganda:
On Monday, 19th October 2020, a total of 1,567 samples were tested 
and out of these, 97 persons were affected with COVID-19 with no 
confirmed deaths recorded. 
On Tuesday, 20th October 2020, a total of 2,384 samples were tested 
and out of these, 145 persons were affected with COVID-19 with 1 
confirmed death.
As of Wednesday 21st October 2020, Uganda has registered a 
cumulative total of 11,041 persons were affected with COVID-19  with 
7,210 cumulative recoveries.

Uganda has 98 confirmed deaths from COVID-19. 
Cumulatively, Uganda has tested to-date a total of 529,236 COVID-19 
samples. 
Source:https://twitter.com/MinofHealthUG?ref_

src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 

UPDATE OF SITUATION IN EAST AFRICA as per 22nd October 
2020 at 2:45pm (CEST)

Country Cases-
cumulative 
total

Cases-
newly 
reported 
in last 24 
hours

Deaths  
cumulative 
total

Death 
newly 
reported in 
the last 24 
hours

Transmission 
Classification

Kenya 46,144 497 858 16 Community 
transmission 

Rwanda 5,012 16 34 0 Cluster of 
cases
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Burundi 551 1 1 0 Cluster of 
cases

South 
Sudan 

2,872 2 55 0 Community 
transmission

Source: https://covid19.who.int/table 

GLOBAL STATUS: 

Globally, as of 2:45pm CEST, 22 October 2020, there have been 
41,104,946 confirmed cases of COVID-19, including 1,128,325 deaths, 
reported to WHO.

 

NATIONAL NEWS RELATED TO COVID-19

Covid-19: Uganda reports 20% decline in new cases

Uganda has registered a 22 per cent decrease in new Covid-19 cases 
in the past three weeks, government statistics show.
The country recorded a total of 2,813 cases from September 28 to 
October 18, which is 1,188 cases below the 4,001 cases reported in the 
previous three weeks of September 7 to September 27.

According to the statistics, the country registered its highest number 
of Covid-19 cases between September 14 to September 20, where a 
total of 1,490 cases were reported in seven days.

Dr Susan Nabadda, the commissioner of laboratory and diagnostic 
services at the Ministry of Health, said restricting Covid-19 testing to 

 Source:   https://covid19.who.
int/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw28T8BRDbARIsAEOMBcxOoxB13ZFy9e2GzUkqbN74qn0ZnDxApnodGMi7jC_
TE9SvKXciOM4aAhRLEALw_wcB 
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only particular groups of people could have caused a decline in new 
cases.
“Previously, people could just walk in and we test them. But due 
to a shortage of testing kits, the Ministry of Health came up with 
a particular testing strategy where we had to prioritise testing 
for people in Covid-19 response team, people with symptoms and 
contacts with symptoms,” she said.
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/covid-19-uganda-

reports-20-decline-in-new-cases-2485822 

More caution needed as Covid-19 cases decline

The number of infections may not necessarily be going down now. As 
the country’s public health experts have warned, the decline in cases 
may be flagging another problem, namely the change in focus of our 
testing for the virus. 

For instance, Dr Henry Kajumba, the overseer of Covid-19 infection 
prevention and control in the Health ministry, warns that the cut down 
may be explained by increased testing of people who are less prone to 
Covid-19 infections.

This assumption is bolstered by Makerere University’s Prof Freddie 
Ssengooba, who says the country’s focus on specific segments such 
as travellers, employees, and students obscures the real trend of 
Covid-19 cases in the country. 

This approach sidesteps mass testing of communities at high risk of 
exposure to the epidemic, tracking cases and contacts, and treating 
the sick cases.
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/oped/editorial/more-caution-needed-

as-covid-19-cases-decline-2533484 
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COVID-19: New strategy to fight community infections 
launched

The Prime Minister of Uganda, Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda on Tuesday 
launched The National Community Engagement Strategy (CES) for 
COVID-19 response.

Rugunda said the strategy has been established to respond to phase 
four of the pandemic in the country. Phase four means that there is a 
widespread of local transmission of COVID-19 across the country. 
He said the strategy was established following a meeting between 
the National Taskforce and President Yoweri Museveni on August 
28, whereby the president directed that the CES sub-committee be 
established to implement. 

“The objective of this strategy is to ensure that all people in Uganda 
are aware, empowered and are participating actively in the prevention 
and control of the outbreak of COVID-19 as both a duty and a right, 
using existing structures, systems and resources as much as 
possible,” Rugunda said.  

He said that through the strategy, the government is handing over 
the responsibility of fighting COVID-19 to individuals, households and 
communities. 
Source: https://www.newvision.co.ug/news/1529860/covid-19-strategy-fight-

community-infections-launched 

Schools turn away students without COVID requirements

Schools have asked candidates and final year students to come with 
requirements for standard operating procedures on prevention of 
coronavirus and those without them were denied access until their 
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parents provide them.
Mr Martine Okiria Obore, the chairperson of the Association of 
Secondary School Head Teachers of Uganda, yesterday said he had 
received reports from various stakeholders complaining about the 
exorbitant demands schools had placed on students to report with 
last week. For instance, some schools have asked for four bars of 
soap, five litres of liquid soap and sanitisers, in addition to demanding 
that children clear all fees.

However, Mr Obore warned that when they make many demands, 
many children will be forced out of school because they cannot afford. 
He asked his members to negotiate with parents so that they can co-
exist.
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/schools-turn-away-

students-without-covid-requirements-2485636 

Ministry to schools:  Don’t set exams yet

The Ministry of Education and Sports has warned schools against 
bothering candidates with examinations as learners report back to 
prepare for their final exams.

Mr Charles Tony Mukasa Lusambu, the commissioner in-charge of 
Primary Education, said learners should be allowed to settle down. 
After more than six months of school closure due to Covid-19 
lockdown, government allowed finalists to resume studies on October 
15. 

However, Mr Lusambu said some schools are so used to setting exams 
that they cannot afford seeing learners not doing exams.
Mr Lusambu dismissed claims by some people that Primary Seven 
candidates are reporting back to sit for Primary Leaving Examinations 
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(PLE). He revealed that candidates will sit PLE in March 2021.

NCHE warns varsities onreopening for all students

The National Council for Higher Education (NCHE) has warned 
universities and other tertiary institutions that have re-opened for all 
students, contrary to the government directive. 

President Museveni last month cleared all institutions of learning 
to reopen on October 15 for only candidates and finalists as the 
government monitors the Covid-19 situation before reopening for 
other students.

However, an October 19 circular from the executive director of NCHE, 
Prof Mary Okwakol, addressed to all vice chancellors of universities 
and principals of tertiary institutions, warns about re-opening  for 
both finalists and continuing students.

“The attention of the NCHE has been drawn to the fact that some 
institutions have called all the students to report for normal studies. 
This act does not only reflect violation of the presidential directive but 
also undermines government efforts in the fight against the spread of 
Covid-19,” Prof Okwakol said in the letter. 

She said any institution found violating the presidential directives or 
the standard operating procedures will be held accountable.
“The purpose of this communication, therefore, is to urge you to comply 
with the presidential directives and the guidelines for reopening of 
the institutions as set by the Ministry of Education and Sports,” she 
added.

The NCHE did not list  universities that have re-opened  for all 
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learners  in the circular nor did they indicate the punishment for those 
institutions that have defied.
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/nche-warns-varsities-

onreopening-for-all-students-2486342 

Where is Shs22b Museveni gave to private teachers?

Teachers from private schools are demanding to know the fate of 
Shs22b President Museveni gave them three months ago as relief 
during the COVID-19 lockdown.

The teachers say they are frustrated because they don’t know where 
the money went yet it was to bail them out of the crisis after schools 
were abruptly closed in March to contain the coronavirus spread.

Ms Mary Muigai, the Muyenga High School head teacher, told Daily 
Monitor in an interview that when the announcement first came 
through, their SACCO wrote to the Ministry of Education to get the 
support in August. She said their school SACCO had been in operation 
since 2011. But instead they were asked to go to Microfinance Support 
Centre (MSC) without guidance. While there, they were advised to go 
and organise teachers from other schools and make a Sacco at parish 
level.

“They have frustrated us. We didn’t know these teachers they were 
asking us to go and organise. The schools had been closed for some 
time and we didn’t know where to start from. We had thought because 
ours was already operational with savings from teachers, we would 
get the money,” Ms Muigai said.

“But everyone was tossing us. We are not sure whether even the money 
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is available. We have given up. We know this money was a hoax. And 
if it was ever there, those government big shots are enjoying it,” she 
added.
Mr Alex Kakooza, the Education permanent secretary, was a bit cagey 
in explaining the whereabouts of the money, insisting they were still 
formulating the modalities to distribute it. 

“We are working out modalities with Ministry of Finance. When we are 
ready, we will call you,” Mr Kakooza said.
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/where-is-shs22b-

museveni-gave-to-private-teachers--2485724 

COVID-19 Lockdown worsened violence against men - study

A new study shows that men are worst victims of gender based 
violence in Kampala city slums during the covid-19 induced lockdown. 
The study titled “Building peaceful urban communities in Kampala 
amidst COVID-19” was carried out by researchers from Makerere 
University collage of Humanities and Social Sciences between July 
and September 2020. The study centered on social unrest and conflict 
during and beyond the COVID-19 pandemic and the mechanisms of 
conflict resolution used in Kampala slums of Makerere Kivulu, Kikoni, 
Katanga and Kisenyi. 

Dr. Venranda Mbabazi, one of the researchers, said majority of men 
reported that their spouses denied them conjugal rights and openly 
embarrassed them before their children, accusing them of failure to 
provide basic needs. 
“Majority of men were psychologically tortured due to their inability to 
provide as women often confronted and abused them hence triggers 
of conflicts in homes”, she said. 
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She said many men explained that they could not provide because of 
loss of jobs during the lockdown.
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/covid-lockdown-

worsened-violence-against-men-study-2719040 

CAA receives COVID-19 safety equipment worth Shs33 million

The Uganda Civil Aviation Authority (UCAA) on Wednesday received 
COVID-19 safety equipment worth Shs33 million from the Korea 
International Corporation Agency (KOICA) to support efforts aimed at 
mitigating the spread of Covid-19 through air transport, to ensure the 
protection of passengers and frontline aviation staff.

During the handover ceremony at Entebbe Airport, the Director 
Airports and Aviation Security, Eng Ayub Sooma on behalf of the 
Ag. Director-General UCAA, said the COVID-19 pandemic had a 
tremendous impact on aviation and all other sectors that depend on 
aviation like tourism, trade, and Agriculture thereby impacting the 
social and economic development of countries. 
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/ucaa-receives-covid-

19-safety-equipment-worth-shs33-million-2718674  

Panic as Kyotera magistrate tests positive for COVID-19

A grade two magistrate in Kyotera District has tested positive for 
Coronavirus, throwing the district staff, especially those who had 
interacted with him, in panic.

Mr Geoffrey Luwaga, the Kasaali Grade II Magistrate had a serious 
fever which prompted him to seek medication at Kakuuto HC IV on 
October 16 where he was also subjected to a COVID-19 test.
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Mr Luwaga had just presided over the hearing of several influential 
cases, including that of dancehall artiste Richard Kasendwa alias 
Ziza Bafana and four others who had been charged for sneaking into 
Tanzania through the Mutukula porous borders to perform at a music 
show. Ziza Bafana and his colleagues later pleaded guilty and were 
fined Shs 75,000 by the magistrate.

Following the magistrate’s test results, the Kyotera District Chief 
Administrative Officer (CAO), Mr Gabriel Rogers Bwayo has today 
ordered mass testing of all the district employees.
“I made an official communication yesterday (Monday) and I have 
reminded my employees today that they have to get tested so that 
one gets to know his or her status in regards to the pandemic,” he said 
on Tuesday.

Mr Joachim Wasswa, the Kyotera District Covid-19 focal person and 
District Surveillance Officer said over 200 employees are expected to 
be tested.
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/panic-as-kyotera-

magistrate-tests-positive-for-covid-19-2485704 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

The Italian region of Lombardy will impose a curfew to stop 
the latest wave of Covid-19.

Lombardy, Italy’s hardest-hit region during the first wave of the 
Covid-19 pandemic earlier this year, will enact a curfew in order to 
curb a new rise in cases.

Under the curfew - which begins on Thursday 22nd October - nearly 
all activities and travel in public must cease from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
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Regional authorities also agreed to close shopping centers on 
weekends, except for stores selling food and basic necessities, to 
prevent more opportunities for the virus to spread. 
Source: https://edition.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-10-19-20-

intl/index.html 

Brazil’s Health Minister tested positive for Covid-19

Brazilian Health Minister Eduardo Pazuello has tested positive for 
Covid-19 and is isolating at home, Brazil’s Health Ministry said on 
Wednesday.

Dozens of cabinet members and elected officials -- including 
Bolsonaro himself -- have tested positive for Covid-19 since the virus 
was first detected in Brazil in March.

Pazuello had a fever earlier in the week, according to the ministry, 
and canceled an in-person meeting with lawmakers on Tuesday. He 
participated in a virtual meeting with governors from the Brasilia 
hotel where he lives. 
Source: https://edition.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-10-21-20-

intl/index.html 

Coronavirus survives on skin five times longer than flu

The coronavirus remains active on human skin for nine hours, 
Japanese researchers have found, in a discovery they said showed 
the need for frequent hand washing to combat the Covid-19 pandemic.
The pathogen that causes the flu survives on human skin for about 
1.8 hours by comparison, said the study published this month in the 
Clinical Infectious Diseases journal. 
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“The nine-hour survival of SARS-CoV-2 (the virus strain that causes 
Covid-19) on human skin may increase the risk of contact transmission 
in comparison with IAV (influenza A virus), thus accelerating the 
pandemic,” it said.

The research team tested skin collected from autopsy specimens, 
about one day after death.

Both the coronavirus and the flu virus are inactivated within 15 
seconds by applying ethanol, which is used in hand sanitisers.

“The longer survival of SARS-CoV-2 on the skin increases contact-
transmission risk; however, hand hygiene can reduce this risk,” the 
study said.
Source: https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/coronavirus-survives-

on-skin-five-times-longer-than-flu--2484070 
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